
 

 
 

“In this world you will have 

trouble. But take heart! I 

have overcome the world.”  

John 16:33. 

By the time you receive 

this newsletter, it will have 

been over 5 ½ months 

since I or anyone else from Harvest of Life has stepped 

inside a prison! Hard to believe, but true. A lot has 

transpired over this time and we just have had to 

become more creative in our ways of encouraging the 

men and women behind the fences along with the 

chaplains AND our team! I know I have battled with 

discouragement and even complacency during this 

time away. So, if those of us on the “outside” are 

struggling with being quarantined and our life routines 

being radically changed, think about those on the 

“inside” and what they must be dealing with right now. 

     My mother died very unexpectedly at the end of July 

and I have had to deal with death so close to home for 

the first time in my life. The Bible says that life and 

death are in the power of the tongue, but life and death 

also have the power to take those words away from 

your tongue. What do I mean? Sometimes, the events 

that happen in our lives, whether it is a death or being 

incarcerated or whatever, cause us to do a lot of 

thinking and soul searching. Thoughts and feelings 

come at us in waves that are, at times, unstoppable 

and uncontrollable that we must deal with in some form 

or another. Life and death are real and honest, there is 

no mistake about that, and this virus is also real and 

honest. 

     I have thought a lot about life and death and the 

reality that they really are and how much closer each 

one becomes with each passing day. I think of my mom 

being completely whole right now and free of pain! No 

more diabetes, COPD, glaucoma, or the use of her 

cane! For some, each day brings us one day closer to 

seeing the reality of eternal life with Jesus and those 

who have gone before us again, but for others each 

day takes you one step further from never seeing what 

Jesus has prepared for those who believe. 

     So, what can you do? You can continue to pray for 

us as we seek more opportunities to bless others. I 

have not stopped looking for ways to encourage those 

inside by using your financial support to donate DVDs, 

recreational equipment, Bibles, books, etc. Please look 

for ways to engage those around you and share God’s 

love because life is too short. The Bible says our life is 

but a vapor, here today and gone tomorrow. Each one 

of us can be that blessing, and I encourage you to look 

for ways that you can be a blessing to those around 

you. Thank you for your prayers and financial support! 

We are so grateful for you! You are a huge blessing to 

us, and we want you to know that we are praying for 

you. You are a vital part of this ministry! May God 

continue to meet all your needs and bless you 

abundantly! 

     I just wanted to make mention of one way you can 

support the ministry during these times and that is 

through a program Amazon has called Amazon Smile. 

There is more information about this specifically below, 

but basically as you do your online shopping on 

Amazon as normal, they will donate a percentage of 

your purchase to a non-profit of your choice and I’m 

praying you choose us! This is at no extra cost to you, 

so I pray you take advantage of this opportunity, 

especially since we have the holidays quickly 

approaching! 
 

 

Many  of  us  have  cha nged  our  shopping  to  
onl ine  purchases .   You  can  help  Ha rves t  of  L ife  
Minis try  through  this  venue  -  Ama zon  Smile .  
AmazonSmile  is  a  wa y  for  c ustome rs  to  support  
their  favori te  cha ri ta bl e  orga nizat ion  e very  
t ime  they  s hop  with  Amazon.  
Shoppe rs  who  s tart  a t  smile .ama zon.com wil l  
f ind  the  same  Amazon  they  k now  a nd  l ove ,  
with  the  a dded  bonus  that  Amazon  wil l  dona te  
a  portion  of  the  price  of  el ig ible  purchases  to  
the  cha rity  of  your  c hoice .   Go on  the  l ink  
provide d  he re  to  sign  up  a nd  continue  your  
regular  online  shopping  a nd  s upport  Harvest of 
Life ministry too. 
We are listed as  Harvest of Life Inc 
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“When  you go  through 
r ivers  o f  d i f f i cul ty ,  you 
wil l  not  drown.  When you 
walk through the f ire  o f  
oppress ion you wi l l  not  be 
burned up; the f lames wi l l  
not  consume you.”   Is iah  
43:2   
   Dur in g th e past  severa l  

months  we’v e been shut  out  of  the pr isons  her e  in  
North  F lor ida  but  pra i se  God,  H is  Word cont inues  to 
go  out  v ia  our  Span ish  B ib le  Pro ject .  D ai ly  w e rece ive  
let t ers  f rom in mat es  in car cer ated  in  Fed eral  
Penit ent iar ies  and I . C.E .  Detent ion  Fa c i l i t ies  a cro ss  

the US r equest in g Span is h  Bib les .   S in ce th e f i rst  of  
the y ear  w e hav e sh ipp ed 1, 126 B ib les  a lon g w ith  
Spanish  B ib le stud ies ,  t racts ,  and Chr ist ian  co mic 
books.   We have r ece iv ed numerous let ters  f r om 
inmat es  wr it in g to  th ank  us  for  s endin g th e B ib les  
and as k in g us  to  p leas e p ray  for  th eir  fa mi ly ’s  s afety  
and wel l -b ein g.  Th ey co me from towns and v i l la ges  
with  rov ing  gangs ,  dru g  dealers ,  rap ists ,  mu ggers ,  
and murder ers .  (K inda s ounds l ik e Ch ica go)  P lea se  
keep th es e fo lk s  in  your  prayers  and pray  too,  th at  
the Lord  w i l l  cont inu e  to  prov ide  donat ion s  to  
purchas e B ib les  and cov er  sh ipp in g costs .     

Because He Lives,   Dan and Marilyn 

 
    Greet’ns from Tennessee! I trust the God of hope has 
f i l led you with joy and peace this week Romans 15:13. 
Since last week was a whir lwind tr ip to Ohio from 
Wednesday to the fol lowing Monday, a story last week 
was not to be. It  is a comfort to know that Linda’s Mom 
is with her Lord and her home-going has begun a work 
of healing within the family.  
    I f  nothing else, COVID-19 has given me plenty of 
stories to write about. Here is a story that came from 
shopping at my now favorite store, Rural King (a ramped-
up version of Tractor Supply). 
     The mask had a “toothy” smile imprinted on it  so when 

I told the fellow I l iked his smil ing mask, al l  I  got was a 

“masked” grunt. Yep, could not have agreed with him 

more. This mask frenzy was “wearing” on everybody. 

Some felt very comfortable in thinking they were 

protecting themselves from an unseen virus that possibly 

lurked nearby while others were ready to l ive l i fe as usual 

and stop fussing with “fool’s rules” and mandates that 

have come since COVID-19 al ias the “Wuhan China 

Virus”. 

    As I strol led through the store, I  saw all  dif ferent kinds 
of masks, though none as i l lustrative as the f irst one. 
There were blue ones, black ones, white ones, mult i-
colored ones, and a host of other “masks” that covered 
the faces of those that shopped and worked there. It 
reminded me of Halloween in a way but in this case hid 

more scary faces than it revealed ����.  One thing in 
common however, the mask hid the face so no one could 
actually see what was on the other side. 
     I  have seen a lot of “smil ing masks” in my l i fet ime 
that were really masking a smile. They pasted a smile on 
the outside but had a troubled heart on the inside. Their 
demeanor showed that the smile was only a façade trying 
to hide what they held in their heart. They could fool 

some, but they could not fool everyone. Possibly at t imes 
they tr ied to fool themselves into thinking they were 
happy, but this was far from the truth. 
     The Bible teaches that a glad heart produces a 
cheerful countenance, but sorrow of heart shows a 
wounded or sad spir i t  (Proverbs 15:13, Nehemiah 2:2). 
Many things can bring this about and unfortunately many 
turn to the wrong antidote to try to f ix i t .  Possessions, 
posit ions, and proposit ions are poor substitutes for the 
r ight remedy. Many end up with ruined l ives and wasted 
years seeking rel ief from this gnawing feeling of 
emptiness or trouble that comes from within that many 
try to cover with a masked smile. 
     Jesus gave the invitat ion to come to Him for rest from 
heavy burdens (Matthew 11:28-30). This does not mean 
that one f l ippantly comes to Him for a quick cure and 
then heads back to the same l i festyle. I t  means that that 
person must realize he or she has sinned and have come 
short of God’s glory (Romans 3:23). One must realize 
this sin has earned eternal death apart from God but He 
has given the free gift  of eternal l i fe through His Son 
Jesus Christ by receiving Him by faith (Romans 6:23, 
John 1:12, John 20:31). After accepting this free gift  of 
salvation then fol lowing God as His chi ld (Ephesians 
5:1). 
     When one becomes a child of God, the masked smile 
is no longer necessary. God promises to give peace to 
His people (Psalms 29:11). He has thoughts of peace 
toward those that turn to Him (Jeremiah 29:11). He gives 
peace that the world can’t give that wil l  free the heart of 
trouble and fear (John 14:27). God promises to f i l l  the 
believer with joy and peace that one can abound in hope 
(Romans 15:13). This sounds so much better than 
wearing a toothy smil ing mask to hide the trouble within 
when one can wear a truthful smile caused by a joyful 
heart.    – Larry  Cole   Prov .  3 :5 ,6 .  
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Missionary Report 

Your support through prayer and financial giving is more important than ever during these times 
to reach the men and women in our correctional institutions. 

Contact us if you would like to be a volunteer or want to donate toward the needs in this ministry. 
Email us at evans@harvestoflife.org or visit our web page https://www.harvestoflife.org 

 

“…Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are white for harvest!”       Jn. 4:35 

Encouragement Letter 


